
11A Summer Reading Project

The first unit we will address in 11A this year is how literature can be connected
in a number of different ways, through the study of a text titled How to Read
Literature like a Professor. To begin our study of these connections together, we
will start with a fascinating novel that draws from many backgrounds and literary
influences. The book is The Hobbit, a famous story of a journey that somehow
also addresses issues of leadership, equality, justice, and the social contract. It’s
a book we really love, and should provide us with material for a lot of interesting
discussions.

So first, read the novel. Do not simply watch the films. They have been found
by both experts and amateurs as being wholly inferior to the source material and
also do not do justice to the themes and ideas that we want you to pay
particular attention to.

1) Annotate. Use the double-entry journal form attached to this document. For
each section of the book (divide it into 4), complete AT LEAST ten annotations.
In the left column, write the page and paragraph number; in the middle, a
significant quote or passage, and in the right column, your observation or
analysis of the passage. In particular, note evidence of leadership, courage, how
various groupings of factions work together, how the main band interacts with
others, and how the group’s dynamic shifts as they learn more about one
another.

2) Select ONE of the prompts on the back of this paper, and use your
annotations to craft a 3-5-page paper. Your final product should contain an
arguable thesis statement, an effective introduction, well-thought-out body
paragraphs, and an appropriate conclusion. You will use substantial support
from the text (that’s where your annotations come in) that will be properly
credited using in-text citations. Your paper will be formatted according to MLA
style, with a correct header, double-spaced, in 12-point Times New Roman font,
with no contractions or personal pronouns. If you’re not familiar with MLA style,
see this website:
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
You DO NOT need a Works Cited page.

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/


The Hobbit essay prompts: Select one

1. In the course of the novel, we are introduced to several different races
(dwarves, humans, elves, etc.) that feature separate customs, cultures, and
individuals. Select one group to discuss and explain how its leader operates,
whether it reflects any real-life culture or society, and describe why this group
ended up as it did by the conclusion of the novel. What does this say about the
optimal structuring of a society?

2. What factors does the author use to define the characters’ identity in The
Hobbit? Are the persons in the plot determined by race, family and other static
factors, or they have power over their personal development?

3. A number of the highlights of the book are marked in song. Some of the
songs are of joy, some in sorrow, some informative, and some fear-invoking.
There is triumph and taunting. The dwarves, the goblins, the elves, and the
humans sing songs. Bilbo even takes his turn against the spiders to save his
friends. Gollum presents his own form of verse in the riddles during his contest
with Bilbo. Explore the cultural significance of song and verse. How significant is
it?

Annotations and essays are due Friday September 10.
Enjoy the book!
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